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REMARKS 

In accordance with the foregoing, claim 17 has been amended, claims 12-16 and 18 
have been cancelled and new claims 19-20 have been added. Claims 1-20 are pending and 
under consideration. 

Claims 1-11 have been allowed. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 USC §102 

Claims 17-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,608,732, issued to Bernett et al. et al. (hereinafter referred to as "Bernett"). 

Applicants respectfully submit that Bernett fails to disclose at least "a countersink formed 
in the lower yoke; and a countersunk head screw inserted in the countersink and coupled to a 
screw coupling hole provided in the bowl-type base plate to fix the lower yoke to the bowl-type 
base plate" as recited in amended independent claim 17. 

Bernett . at FIGS. 2 and 6, illustrates a lower yoke 242, but fails to illustrate or disclose, at 
least, the above-claimed features. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that amended independent claim 17 
patentably distinguishes over the cited reference, and should be allowable for at least the above- 
mentioned reasons. 

Further, claims 19 and 20, which depend from independent claim 17, should be 
allowable for at least the same reasons as claims 17, as well as for the additional features 
recited therein. 

Applicants further respectfully submit that Bernett fails to disclose at least "a first support 
portion protruding to a predetermined height and having a diameter greater than a lower end 
portion of the countersink and formed around the screw coupling hole provided in the base 
plate" as recited in dependent claim 19. 

As previously asserted, Bernett fails to disclose at least "a countersink formed in the 
lower yoke." Because Bernett does not disclose a countersink formed in the lower yoke, it 
cannot disclose the features of dependent claim 19. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that dependent claim 19 patentably 
distinguishes over the cited reference, and should be allowable for at least the above-mentioned 
reasons. 
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CONCLUSION 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. 



Respectfully submitted. 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 




David J. Cutitta 
Registration No. 52,790 



1201 New York Avenue, N.W.. 7th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 



6 



